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I APPEAR before you, gentlem' 
tion which deserves my gratef 
been deemed capable of offerin 
your minds in the pursuit of tru 
to believe I highly appreciate, 
has been my anxiety not to disi 
tions. I have felt that it was m 
to the selection of some topic w( 
choice, I have been aided by 
would naturally expect from me 
remotely allied to the studies 
charge. With these you had re 
liar; and it became me to believe 
more by a wish to hear somelhii 
any misjudging partiality for m^ 

To what theme, then, could 1 
of the peculiar character and stru 
What subject is it so much, at c 
every man to study and imden 
and when we say this, it becomi 
and to form adequate ideas of i 
implied in that word freedom, 
pie ; free in theory, and free in fa 
ledgment of all the functionari 
they are ottr servants, and we tht 
study then so interesting as tha 



Yes, gentlemen, we are free ; and this, our freedom, is our 
boast, for this at least we have, in common with the men whose 
history is fame, and whose deeds most nobly illustrate the name 
of man. The beacon-light which guided Miltiades, and Themis- 
tocles, and Cincinnatus, and Camillus, and Cato, and (greatest of 
all) our own illustrious Washington, along the path of glory, 
still shines for us, and to us the same path is still open. To emu- 
late their deeds and rival their renown is the task before us ; for 
to be free, is to have it always in our choice to devote ourselves 
to the well being of our country and the world. 

Yes, gentlemen! The career of these distinguished men is 
open to us ; but it is only as the career of Cyrus was open to 
Sardanopulus ; the career of Titus to Domitian; the cfiureer of 
Trajan to Elagabelus ; as the career of every monarch, illustri- 
ous for wisdom and virtue, has been open to those scourges of the 
earth, whose life has been one wanton and tyrannical abufe of 
powers confened for the benefit of their fellow men. 

Gentlemen : it is in no unkind spirit that I hare suggested 
this comparison. It is that I may at once startle you to a sense 
of the eternal though much perverted truth, "that liberty is 
power ;" and that all power, whether that of a sovereign prince 
or a sovereign citizen, is alike a trust, delegated by the same all- 
wise being, and enforced by the same sanctions ; — honor, the re* 
ward — infamy, the punishment, Do you look with contempt and 
abhorrence 

"On him who sita amid the gaudy herd 

Of mute barbarians bending to his nod, 

And says within himself, * J am a king ; 

And wherefore should the clamorous voice[of wo 

Intrude upon mine ear.' " 

Well may you do so ; forgetful as he is, that the power of which 
he boasts, was given him that he might make the sorrows of his 
people his own, and succor their distress, and mitigate their ca* 
lamities, and soothe their afflictions. But have you no kindred 
feeling for him, who says within himself, <'I am a freeman ; and 



wherefore should the eye of God or 
me answerable ?" Reverse the cai 
more appropriate. Were he a slai/ 
therms crimes. As it is, he is mast 
tiny. Who shall stand between hi 
licopihionl Who shall shelter 1 
demnation of posterity ? Who shi 
the judge of quick and dead. 

Gentlemen : if to be thus free i 
that it is so, heaven and earth do 
than that of the nursling of royalt 
the true character of the govemme 
and the enduring interests of the 
been committed to your hands 1 

You will readily answer, " No.' 
at the earnestness of this questioi 
that nothing is so easy as the succ 
fairs of a free people. That this 
every nation that ever tasted of 
Precisely in proportion to the strei 
apparent simplicity of free goven 
task. This it is that renders men 
of wholesome laws. This it is th 
confidence in the efficacy of form 
tional restraints. This it is that ( 
from the government itself to the 
into fatal security that jealousy, 
only safeguard of freedom, and c< 
of liberty to hands which convert 

Gentlemen : freedom, in its sim 
government. The philosophy of e 
of self-government. If this were 
show the difficulty of the probleir 
task of self-government, even on 
life, and in the discharge of its sin 
sacred regard to these, and all th 



dignify by the name of virtue, that political philosophers place 
the foundation of republican government. "Men," says the 
wisest of all observers on the political history of man, "raep 
are qualified for civil liberty in exact proportion to their dis- 
position to put moral chains upon their own appetites ; in pro- 
portion as their love of justice is above their rapacity ; in propor- 
tion as their soundness and sobriety of understanding is above 
their vanity and presumption ; in proportion as they are more 
disposed to listen to the counsels of the wise and good, in prefer- 
ence to the flattery of knaves. Society cannot exist, unless a 
controlling power upon will and appetite be placed somewhere, 
and the less of it there is within the more there must be without. It is 
ordained in the eternal constitution of things that men of intem- 
perate minds cannot be free. Their passions forge their fetters." 

Heaj too, I pray you, the remarks by which the profound 
and philosophic Montesquieu illustrates the necessity of the con- 
trolling presence of virtue in a republic : " When virtue is ban- 
ished,'' says he, " ambition invades the hearts of all who are capa- 
ble of receiving it, and avarice possesses the whole community. 
They had been free with laws. JVow they want to be free without 
them. Every citizen is like a slave just escaped from his master. 
What once was maxim is now called rigor : to order they give 
the name of restraint, and that of fear to prudence. Frugality, 
then, and not the thirst of gain, passes for avarice. Before^ 
the property of private men constituted the public treasure ; but 
now J the public treasure is become private property. Then it is, 
that the members of the commonwealth riot on the public spoils, 
and its whole force is reduced to the power of the few and the 
licentiousness of the many." 

I am fearful, gentlemen, that no suggestion will be necessary 
to awaken your attention to the resemblance, in some traits of 
this striking picture, to objects with which your thoughts are fa- 
miliar. But it has not been presented for this purpose. My de- 
sign is to bring before you a high authority, verified, in part, by 
your own experience, in proof of the indissoluble alliance be- 



tween freedom and virtue, and tl 
latter as the only safeguard of the 

And how shall public virtue 
means which are found most effii 
the duties of private life. By st 
weakening the dissttasives to virtue 

Foremost among the first is th( 
love of honorable fame. But wh£ 
which is to furnish an ever preser 
tion, intense enough to triumph c 
the temptations of avarice, the bla 
it be a mere abstraction, and con^ 
Can a name, an imaginary boun( 
discordant interests and characters, 
What indeed is our coimtry, but t 
of all the ties which bind man to 
country, but a compendium of a 
heart — a blending of " aU the chat 

Is it not obvious, gentlemen, th 
is dear to the heart of any man, i 
attachment, of which his particul 
also certain, though perhaps less 
will have less of the fervor of pai 
is weakened and diluted by bein 
which are regarded with indiff 
Every man is more deeply sensibl 
his own immediate family, than ( 
the society of which his family is 
form but an inconceivably small j 
up of jarring opinions, and imcon^ 
habits, and adverse prejudices, an 
is danger that the love of family 
and the love of country on the o 
will become antagonist passions, 
whose delicate fibre is spun the i 
of man to hia country — ^may the 
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tipns frcmi fiEkstening oa that object f In short, gentlemen, does 
not a sound view of the philosophy of the human mind point to 
the conclusi<Hi, verified by all e^^perience, that it is in small com- 
• munities only, that the love of country is found to glow, with 
the intensity of those passions^ which account, life as worthless, 
in comparison with the honor of a wife, the purity of a daughter, 
or evea a wantoij's whim. When the countless hosts of Ger- 
many met at Austerlitz, the army c^ Bonaparte^ the pride of 
military glory, the very certamims gaudia nerved them to a short 
and vigorous struggle, and then they scattered like chaff before 
the wind, and their country sunk unresisting befcnre the trium*^ 
phant invader. But when three hundred inhabitants of a petty 
Swiss canton encountered at Mogarten the ovenvhelming force 
of Austria, they thought not of victory — they thought not of 
glcMry — ^they thought not of safety. Their thoughts were only 
of their country. Their country, their whole country was spread 
otU before their eyes, and from every commanding height, each 
soldier looked on the scenes of his childhood^s sports, on the fields 
his own hands had tilled, on the roof that sheltered his loving 
wife and tender babes. There they stood, fighting as men who, 
in the midst of despair, perform the taskS' of hope. There each 
fell fighting where he stood, and none was left to tell the story of 
that glorious^ but disastrous day. Such are the deeds that testify 
that the love of coimtry may be a passion which shall spurn at 
every thing which might frighten or allure, and which can triumph 
even in death by leaving the conqueror nothing but the worthless 
carcass of him he would enslave. 

But, gentlemen, it is not through fear alone that liberty is en- 
dangered. OtHer passions, though less abject, are more corrupt- 
ing; and death itself does sot more powerfully influence the 
mind than the temptations of avarice, and the allurements of am- 
bition. Bui what is that and)ition, whose loftiest aim is the sove- 
reignty of a petty canton ? What is that avarice, whose cravings 
can be satisfied by the plunder of a small and poor state ? Weak, 
indeed, must be the love of country which would not be proof 
against such paltry ten^tations. B^ween the chief of a com- 



munity, whose place can scarcely 
whose existence is hardly noted in 
him who is but eminent among his 
lence and wisdom, ambition itself i 
power is rarely any thing but the 
fame, and' weak must be the tempi 
promises little of the one, and noth 
indeed at work every where ; in th 
in the canton as in the mighty em] 
to little men." But, gentlemen, it 
ties of states aife overthrown, and 
for good or ill. The evils, against 
the side of ambition, are those wl: 
prevailing influence over men ca 
Ambition, in such a man, when h 
rable community, lifts his eispiring 
paltry offices and petty political d 
reminds him that he is a member c 
great family of man, and incites h 

" To make his mind the min 
The enlig'htener of nations 

Hence the .flood of light — the cont 
tellectual influences — that the little 
•upon the world, from minds, whi 
might have shaken thrones, and 
earth. It is in such states — in sta 
the great commonwealth of natioi 
conspicuous part in the history of 
bition finds its natural aliment, and 
Gentlemen : had the task whic 
nothing more than to devise a gov 
magnanimous colony of Virginia 
consistent with her free spirit, that 
pwatively easy. Experience has 
in her domestic polity, rendered ne^ 
2 
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connexion with the mother country, was all sufficient. The his* 
tory of the world might be safely challenged to produce an example 
of a government more exactly fulfilling all its legitimate purposes* 
and no more, for fifty years after that event. Do you ask the reason ? 
Look at the powers of your public functionaries ! What object was 
there to provoke ambition ? Look to the fiscal resources of the 
state 1 What was there to fill the rapacious maw of avarice 1 
Look to the whole structure of the government, and then find the 
man who could promise himself, firom any abuse of its powers, 
an equivalent for the blessings to be enjoyed under its faithful ad- 
ministration I 

The extreme simplicity and perfect efficiency of the original 
constitution of Virginia, so long as it was retained, may suggest 
to some the thought, that in the problem of free government, 
there is less difficulty thgm I have supposed. But alas I gentle- 
men, there was, in that constitution, one capital defect. It had 
not the faculty of preserving itself; for it provided no security 
against corruptions from without, and a consequent spirit of inno- 
vation, which first changed the people, and, through them, 
changed the constitution. 

But still the question comes back upon us : How did it hap- 
pen, that through the lapse of half a century, the history of Vir^ 
ginia fully justifies the boast of one of her noblest sons — ^the 
boast, that during all that time, " not only did no instance occur, 
but no charge was ever metde, no suspicion entertained, of one 
single act of corruption in any officer in legislative, executive or 
judicial station : that no poor man had ever been oppressed with 
impunity ; no rich man exalted on the mere stren^ of wealth 
alone ; and that no commotion, no faction, no animosities had 
ever arisen among us, in relation to our internal aflfairs of govern- 
ment ?" 

The answer to this bold challenge is to be found in considering 
hpw much of the sources of corruption and undue influence, how 
many of the incentives to ambition, and lures to rapacity are 
found in the management of the external relations of a state. 
These give rise to armies, and navies, and foreign embassies ; and 
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these to commercial regulations ai 
here it is that ambition finds object 
the means of attaining them by th 

From these mischiefs, our dome 
exempted, by the arrangement w 
govemment the management of a 
cems. Within itself ^ therefore, th 
principle of corruption — no distui 
balance of its powers, and the h 
would have been unworthy of th 
suppose that the evil was eradica 
thus turned aside. On the conti 
that if the foreign relations of a ;^ 
bition and afbrd the means of swa 
servants, the same danger was m( 
govemment wielding the sword an 
the revenues of all this vast contii 

The history of the time is full 
viewed with an anxious eye. Tl 
of patronage and influence, whicl 
sweep before it all the barriers oi 
which demanded all the skill and 
engaged in it. The possibility, 1 
might be poured over the land, w 
the union. To stay the torrent b^ 
practicable. What remained, but 
from its desolating course, the gre 
rights of life, and liberty, and pre 
the blissful relations of private life 

To secure this end, an attempi 
the command of these sources of 
late over the private interests of r 
possible of the powers of govemr 
tionaries, having little of patronai 
favor of the aspiring and greedy 
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the enormous revenues of the union of all pretexts to invade the 
sanctuary of private rights. 

Another consideration strongly recommended the same distri- 
bution of powers. It has been well and truly said, that it is the 
duty of every people to consider themselves as the trustees of the 
providence of God, in the use and enjojnnent of such portion of 
his earth as he has allotted to them. Made for the use of man, it 
is his office to develope its resources, and to task its utmost pow- 
ers for the benefit of the human race. To this object his legisla- 
tion should be adapted. Is he blessed with a fertile soil and ge- 
nial climate, that he may suffer the earth to waste its affluence in 
wild luxuriance, poisoning the air with rank and unprofitable 
vegetation % Will not the cry of the himgry orphan rise up to hea- 
ven against him who thus abuses the bounty of the common fa- 
ther of all ? Do the bowels of his land teem with rich ores, de- 
signed for man, and shall he not draw them forth from the deep 
recesses, where almighty wisdom has deposited them for his 
use % Do gushing streams pour down from barren hills into im- 
fruitful vallies, and shall he fail to subdue to his service the 
mighty power, which, since the world began, has thus been 
wasting its gigantic strength, and waiting only for the controlling 
hand of man to direct its energies to the mill, the forge, the loom, 

^ and all the infinite variety of machineries by which the comforts 
of life are extended, multiplied and diffused ? Do his insular situa- 
tion, and safe and capacious harbors, give him peculiar advan- 
tages for commercial enterprise, and shall he not spread his sails 

^ to every wind of heaven, and devote himself to the noble task of 
conmiunicating to every part of the earth all the peculiar advan- 
tages of each ? 

That such is the duty of man to his Maker and his race, none 
will deny ; and so far as legislation is necessary to the fulfilment 
of this duty, so far should it be directed to that object. But how 
would this task be performed by a legislative body, supreme in all 
things, and giving law in all things, to a country extending from 
Passamaquoddy to Cape Florida, to the Gulph of Mexico, and to 

' the shores of the Pacific ; a country embracing every variety of 



13 

soil, and climate, and production, 
some exclusively fitted for agriculti 
some for commerce ? Could the i 
best for each, be best for aU ? M 
partially and imperfectly called f( 
sary to their full development in oi 
struction of all hope of a like resv 
we had just seen the trial and t] 
made on this principle. The Brit 
so long as the parent government 
proper objects of mere commerci 
flourished in a degree imexampled 
claim was set up by the imperial 
late for the colonies in all things ; 
try in its infancy ; by a commerc 
for a coimtry almost exclusively a 
of this pretension was a severanc 
fathers saw must be fatal to the u 
nies. 

What different result could hav 
ral Congress of the United States 
legislate in all things for the whoL 
long would it have been before a 
or create a fixed local interest, to 
the expense of a fixed local minoi 
have been, that such a project, ( 
been relinquished 1 In small com 
combinations might be more obvic 
such it might not always be in va 
magnanimity of the stronger par 
an assembly of the people, address 
sel4 and responsible to none but hi 
of legislative power in his own pe 
such an appeal, addressed to mei 
half of frietids, and neighbors, £ 
quently prevail. The imequal w( 
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could not be denied. Their own senses would be the witnesses* 
The complaints of the sufferers would sink into the hearts of 
those having daily before their eyes the evidence of the calami- 
ties endured. But who will expect a sacrifice of interest to sym- 
pathy in favor of the people of a distant region, of different man- 
'^ners, habits, opinions, and prejudices, perhaps of a different race, 
or deriving from their ancestors a far-descended and long-che- 
rished animosity, both religious and political ? But even though, 
could such appeals be made to the people directly, some momen- 
tary relentings might touch their hearts, what advantage of this 
sort could be expected, in a representative assembly, whpre each 
man acts, not for himself, but for others, and makes it a point d 
conscience to harden his heart against the compunctious visitings 
of nature, and to resist the influence of every consideration but 
those that spring from the peculiar, and even the mere local in- 
terests of his immediate constittjents. 

Such, gentlemen, are the evils, to which our masters in politi- 
cal philosophy allude, when they wam us against the conse- 
quences of consolidation. Such are the mischiefs, against which 
the authors of our institutions intended to guard, when distribu- 
ting the powers of government between the functionaries of the 
states respectively, and those of the whole collective union. In the 
necessity of devising some means to place the external relations d 
all the states on the same footing, and to unite the powers of aH 
for the common defence, was found the sole and avowed motive to 
the adoption of the federal ccxistitution. So far as the g^ieral 
government is made instrumental to other ends besides these, so 
far do its admininistrators ofibnd Eigainst the spirit, even when 
they do not transcend the letter of that instrument 

On the other hand, we behold the state governments in the full 
exercise of that sovereignty, which holds at its disposal the life, 
the liberty, the property of every man in the community ; yet so 
restrained from any abuse of powers so formidable, that we be- 
come almost unconscious of their existence. Yet there they are, 
and so few were the limitations imposed by the original constitu- 
tion of this state in particular, that theoretical politicians did not 
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hesitate to pronouiice the omnipol 
very beau ideal of a manj-headed 
despotic acts 1 Where do we fin 
seemingly gigantic power? N< 
find the principle which has restr 
its authority to any purpose of oj 

We find it, gentlemen, in th 
sources of corrupting influence, \v 
agement of external relations, an 
revenues necessary for that purpo 
ment of Virginia has nothing wl 
varnish injustice, to buy the su 
engage the co-operation of the ai 
From what quarter of the state 1 
up against the state government, 
its powers ? What public functi 
del authority, however conspicuc 
for public service, has dared to de 
to respect it, has attempted to mo 
bition? Look, gentlemen, to the 
people of this state. Who feels 
Respectable as he certainly is, ho 
tually know hia name? Who 
power of controlling elections in 
fawning minion can he provide fo 
passing him on from post to post 
alike is manifest to the world, feU 
female of tainted reputation would 
society of Richmond ? On whoi 
authority ? Where is the man 
consecrate as his successor ? 

Nor do I limit the application c 
incumbent of that office. The ai 
his case, will prove equally true "^ 
trious of his predecessors. The 
bright with the most glorious nan 
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them we find that of Patrick Henry. " His breath was agitation, 
and his life a storm whereon he rode." But, in the silent discharge 
of his duties as governor of Virginia, that tempest was stilled : 
the word of power, which struck the sceptre from the tyrant's 
grasp, was heard no more ; and his official career is nowise dis- 
tinguishable by any extraordin€iry influence, or authority, from 
that of the humblest of his scucessors. There too we find the 
name of Thomas Jefferson. As president of the United States, 
he has been seen to exercise a power over the thoughts, the affec- 
tions, the will of his countrymen, without example before his 
time. As governor of Virginia, what was he, but an official 
drudge, bound down to the literal execution of his limited func- 
tions? Was the chair of state a throne of power to James 
Monroe, or but a stepping-stone from which his ambition might 
mount — up — to a higher place — on the foot-^toolr— of the president 
of the United States. 

These questions, gentlemen, are asked in no invidious spirit. 
They are but meant to remind you how perfectly the great ends 
of free government have been accomplished among ourselves, by 
cutting off from the state authorities all the sources of influence 
which spring from armies, and navies, and foreign representation, 
and the enormous revenues necessary to these objects. Deprived 
of these, the full and unquestioned authority to prescribe to us 
all the rules which €ire to regulate our civil conduct, and to en- 
^ force them by the most fearful penalties, is powerless, except for 
good. In like manner, in the regulation of our domestic police, 
and of the rights of individuals, and in all that pertains to the 
general welfare of the people and state, we find the duties of 
equal and exact justice, to all men enforced by a responsibility to 
the public will, from which there is no escape. 

If these things be so — if such be the security to private right 
and public weal, resulting from the denial of such means of in- 
fluence to those who minister in our domestic relations — ^how im- 
portant must it be, to guard the barrier intended to secure our pri- 
vate interests and pursuits from the invasions of an authority 



armed with sdl the power and all 
nagement of the foreign relations ( 
ger is alike in both cases, but far 
safe to commit to the state execu 
ronage incident to the representat 
of Virginia among the nations ( 
to trust to the government, whicl 
lations of all the states collective 
amy, the least, right to meddle in i 
municijKd sovereignty ? If it b€ 
thunder-bolt — the olive-brEuich— 
calm relations of private life, can 
already familiar with these emb 
power, to touch, with his heavy '. 
dividuals, and to bring his porter 
justing the domestic rights and r< 
These thoughts are suggested 
presenting fully to your view the 
institutions proposed to themselvi 
regulate the foreign relations of 
to manage the domestic concerns 
liar interests of the states respect 
were wise, and their plan judicioi 
ration of the state governments 
perfect work. If it has failed el 
and patriotic statesmen of that d 
estimate with accuracy, the for( 
they were about to commit to tt 
ment The history of the time 
foresaw the extent of those pov 
tance of the confederacy, the i 
overflowing affluence of its revc 
various character of its wide-spr^ 
Had they foreseen these things 
warning voice of that great aU 



18 

midst of you * admoniahing them " that a defect of power may 
be supplied, but that an exoeas of power can never be recalled." 

Gentlemen, in this simple proposition there is at onoe a manifest 
truth and a self-evident importance, which startle us with their 
palpable distinctness. We pause. We reflect We wonder 
that men engaged in the delicate task of devking a form of go- 
vernment for themselves^ should ever fail to practise on this max- 
im. What so simple, as to give, m the iirs) instance, powers cer- 
tainly not excessive, and, guided by expecienoe, to add more as 
events might sliow that more were necessary ? 

Gentlemen, this m precisely the problem which the frameis of 
our institutions proposed to work, in adjusting the balance of 
power between the iState and federal governments. With a vast 
majority of the m^ of ithaXday there was a. paramount desire to 
guard the sovereignty of the states, and by no means to arm the 
hands of federal functioniaifiea with aay pretext ibr interfering 
with the proper subjects iof state k^f^islation. But it happened, 
unfortunately, that while these were candidly discussing ihe moce 
or less of powei:, which might ibe entrusted to the federal govern- 
ment without impairing the sovereignty oi the states, these weiB 
some among them who deemed any such distribution ef powecs 
wholly impracticable. To them the very idea of state sovereignty 
was alternately an object of dsead And of derision. To them it 
seemed " that the rod of Aaron must swallow up the rods of the 
magicians, or that the rods of the magiciaiis would devour ithe 
rod of Aaron." I here use the language of one of the naeuibers 
of the convention which framed the -constitution, as spoken in de- 
bate, and recorded hj the hand of him who utt«»d it. To such 
gentlemen it seemed best to amy out the ^parable, in confonxiity 
with the scriptural account, fmd so to give the rods of the foa^- 
cians to be devoured by the rod of Asuron. 

It is no impeachment of the motives of such men 4o say, thai 
in all attempts to adjust the hidance of power, they were ever 



* Patrick Henry lies buried in the county of Campbell, in which the town 
of Lynchburg is situated. 
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leady to throw their weight into 1 
ment. Hence the warning voice < 
to imheeding ears. The conseqc 
lived to experience the truths so si 
in its application so little understoc 
ment, however w^eak, having pov 
already too mucL Overlooking t 
suspecting confldisnce' in the suffici 
to control federal usurpations, unti 
state governments* have sunk in 
whdming power of the govemm 
all the rights of a fixed local mine 
fixed local majority, interested to i 

I hmve said that the error whicl 
had its nse in the miscalculation o: 
confenred by the constitution on 
there was, moreover, a fatally mi 
state sovereignty, and the attachir 
rity and institutions of their states 

In that day the primitive people 
states of New England, cherished 
priation, the honor of their descent 
sake, had tumed their backs on a] 
on all the dear delights of home, a 
theur father land, to seek, in a sa\ 
the heart, where they might wc 
This was their peculiar boast and 
had no part. Far from it ; for sou 
the descendants of the very men, 
struggled in their common countr 
freedom, and for life. 

In that day, the people of Perm 
hearts the mild glories of their pj 
race. To them, the success whic 
love, and established them the pe 
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of a soil unstained by blood, was a source of exultation all their 
own. 

Interposed between these, the state of New York still retained 
many of the features of her original character as a Dutch col6- 
ny. The uncouth names, the habits, the manners, and, in some 
measure, the language of her people, distinguished them from 
their neighbors on either hand. Their traditional honors were 
those of another and a rival race. The triumphs of the Blakes 
and Boscawens of England were not their boast. Their glory 
was in the achievements of De Ruyter and Van Tromp, in lau- 
rels plucked from the British crown, and in the long and doubtful 
struggle maintained with the British flag, for the mastery of the 
narrow seas. 

Proudest of all, in that day, stood old Virginia, vaunting, her 
descent from the gallant cavaliers, who had poured out their 
blood like water, in loyal devotion to an undeserving prince : who, 
when all was lost, found refuge here — and here, in defiance of 
the parliament of England, offered an asylum to his worthless 
and ungrateful son. She had jscarce then forgotten, when in the 
provinces beyond the Delaware, she saw none but the Swede and 
the Hollander, and the lineal and devoted inheritor of the far de- 
scended antipathy between the Roimd-head and the Cavalier. 
In that day Virginia had not forgotten to boast that the love of 
liberty which then animated her, was a principle hardly more 
lofty and generous, than her steadfast and devoted loyalty in ear- 
lier times. It was her pride to reflect, that in all her struggles 
with power, no want of fidelity, no want of gratitude, no disre- 
gard of natural or covenanted obligations, and no defect of mag- 
nanimity, could be imputed to her. When the crown was torn 
from the head of Charles I, she had stood alone in her loyalty ; 
she was the last to acknowledge the usurper ; the last to submit 
to inevitable necessity, and the first to return to her allegiance, in. 
defiance of a power before which Europe trembled. In the re- 
cent conflict she had not dishonored her old renown. Though 
foremost in the race of revolution, she had been the last to renounce 
her allegiance ; and in this, her resolute fidelity to the crown, she 
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saw a justification of her resistai 
ment, and her final renunciation c 
self, to which he, by abetting th 
self unfaithful. The men of that 
it was not on the fourth day of 
proclaimed her independence. "^ 
purpose of doing, she had already 
ninth of the preceding month, th{ 
completed the organization of her 
taking her independent stand amo 
in operation that constitution un 
gentlemen! the sons of Virginie 
this proud chapter in her history s! 
day they looked not abroad for to; 
praise. Virginia had not then foi 
as pecuharly her own. The voic 
her eajs. The wisdom of her M 
The rising splendor of her Jeflfers 
along her vallies the last dying 
Town still reverberated. Look 
there of wisdom and greatness ar 
to which her own annals might 
poor in comparison the boast of E 

" That Chatham's language w 
And Wolfe's great name cot 

Was this an unwholesome and 
own hearts! Ask the history 
these hallowed recollections, her S( 
their fathers, secured to her — not 
but by intellectual pre-eminence — 
mous and self-renouncing devotion 
place in this vast confederacy ! 

But, gentlemen, with the wisdo 
have nothing now to do. Wheth 
their day. They have done their 
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among the things that are past. It is no longer in our choice 
to revive them if we would. They are gone — FoaEVSB;* 

But these sentiments, gentlemen, were among the elements 
with which the framers of our institutions had to da In these 
they saw a principle of repulsion between the states, against 
which they deemed it necessary to provide. In doing this, they 
did not miscalculate the energy of this principle of state pride; 
They only mistook its duration. They did not deem it possiisle 

' that the time should ever come, when, in the eyes of her own 
sons, Virginia in herself should be nothing ; when the memory 
of her glorious deeds should be forgotten, and their anpivwsaries 
pass by unheeded ; when her own proud banner should no longer 
float above her capitol ; and when all her pride of sovereignty 
and independence should be habitually derided as the apery of 
children, doing the honors of the baby-house, and mimicing the 
airs of men and women. 

These things may be foolish ; but they were follies^for which 
wise men made allowance. Their existence was taken into the ac- 
count, and the balance of power was adjusted to them. They thus 
become an essential element in the constitution itself. They ane 
like the follies and weaknesses^ and passions of man, whish are 
a part of his nature, and to which Gk)d himself conforms and 
adapts his laws. They are as the centrifugal force in the plane- 
tary system, which, duly restrained by a counterpollent energy, 
preserves the order of the universe, and without whioh, all must 
tumble into shapeless ruin. 
Is it not then our duty to cherish them ? Do we not owe it to our- 

• selves and our children, as well as to our ancestors, to cherish; the 
memory of their virtues, and their noble deeds ; to keep fresh in 
our minds the recollection of all that is glorious in the history erf" 
Virginia ; to fan the flame of state pride ia our hearts ; to keep 
her independence and sovereignty ever present to our thoughts.; 
to habituate ourselves not only to regard her as one of the bright 
stars of our federal constellation^ but as, in and of herself, a sun, 
sole and self-poised ia. the flnoadiient of the commonwealth of na^ 
tions? 
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And shall they who cherish thi 
hostile- to the union of these state: 
by these alone, that the union its 
these alone that union can be pi 
one vast consolidated despotism, 
panse of the Russian empire, the 
brood, until the free spirit of our j 
bonds, and by forcible disruption 
gruousimass, and cover this cont 
Uhe ruins of a mighty empire, brok 
implacable in mutual hate, embit 
ties* 

I repeat ic, g>entlemen ; if we -v^ 
mation, we must strive to rene\^ 
ments which once made Virginia 
glory precious to her sons. And 
now be vain 1 That the spirit of < 
us, but gone, with their achievem< 
O ! gentlemen, can this be so ? C 
past ? Can we, in fancy, summc 
the mighty dead, and shall not oi 
not our spirits bum within us, to 
suffered, that we might be free, he 
do we find the brave in war, the w 
in debate, and Virginia's sons are : 
not the names of Washington a 
Madison, and Marshall and Rand( 
these her jewels ; and shall she, un 
pine, because others may outshine 
gold can buy ? Can you consent 1 
mon stock, and to share your por 
French of Louisiana, and the Di: 
negades from every comer of the 
commercial cities, and call themse 
What fellowship have we with tl 
with their climate "i- The Virginia 
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In the wilds of the Vest, on the sands of Florida, on the shores 
of the Pacific — every where his heart turns to Virginia — every- 
where he worships with his face toward the temple of freedom 
erected here. To us, who remain, it belongs to minister at the 
altar — to feed the flame — and^ if need ie, to svpply the sacrifice. 
Do this, and Virginia will again be recognised as the mother of 
nations ; as the guide and exemplar of the states that have sprung 
from her bosom, and been nourished by her substance. False to 
herself, and to the honor of the conmion origin, these will desert 
and spurn her. True to the memory of the illustrious dead, true 
to her old renown, her sons, from every realm, shall flock to her 
as to their tower of strength, and, in her hour of trial, if that hour 
shall come, shaJl stand around her, and guard her like a wall of 
fire. 
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